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well disposed; and if the Emperor had restored its
strongholds to Prussia; if he had paid for the supplies
it had furnished; if he had conceded some territory,
it is our impression that the Cabinet of Berlin would
have declared itself satisfied, and would have done
its best to stem the torrent which threatened to
carry away everything. Possibly it would not have
succeeded, but it would at least have tried. If
the nation in its enthusiasm especially yearned for
revenge, what the calmer and more cautious govern-
ment preferred was peace; but an honorable peace,
that should assign to Prussia an important position in
Europe, instead of the enfeebled condition in which
it was left.

The die was cast; Napoleon, who, with wisdom,
might have found a way to disarm the hatred of the
Prussian people, was confronted by a bitter, implaca-
ble adversary. The passions which republican France
unchained against Europe were turned against impe-
rial France. Sovereigns, ministers, generals, were
about to become demagogues, to borrow the French
phraseology of 1792, to promise constitutions as a
means of arousing the different peoples against the
ruler of the continent. Secret societies uttered cries
of vengeance. Religion and science fostered the war-
like spirit. Church pulpits and teachers' chairs
were turned into public tribunes. The Prussian peo-
ple seized their arms and rose like one man; women,
rich and poor, sent to the Treasury all their gold and
silver and jewels, even their wedding-rings. These